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SERVICE BULLETIN

B-012 August 25, 1997
PRODUCT PROGRAM BP4-
S1 EUROPEAN REAR FENDER REINFORCEMENT UPDATE
GENERAL
The purpose of this Service Bulletin is to inform you of an
update to the rear fender reinforcement on certain 1997 Buell
S1 Lightning model motorcycles shipped to Europe.

VEHICLES INVOLVED
All vehicles previously shipped, sold or unsold, must be
updated. See the attached list starting on page 3.

DEALER ACTION
A kit for each motorcycle previously delivered to your dealers
will be shipped to you, no charge, transportation paid, direct
from Buell Motorcycle Company.

Shipment of the reinforcement kits, Part No. 59451-97Y, will
begin on or before August 29, 1997. The kit will contain the
following:

P/N QTY. DESCRIPTION

59450-97Y 1 rear fender support bracket
69560-98Y 1 black cable strap
7699Y 2 5 mm nylock nut

PROCEDURE
1. See Figure 1. Remove rear reflector bracket (1) by

removing bolt, washer and nut (2).

2. Remove two bolts, washers and nuts (4) to detach
license plate holder (3) from rear fender.

3. Remove license plate light.

a. Cut cable strap holding bundle of license plate light
wiring to rear fender support bracket.

b. Disconnect wires at bullet connectors.

c. See Figure 2. Remove two bolts, washers and nuts
(4) to detach license plate light (1) and light standoff
(3) assembly from rear fender (2).

d. Pull license plate light wiring through hole in rear
fender. 

Figure 1. Mounting Hardware

Figure 2. License Plate Light
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1. Rear reflector bracket
2. Bolt, washer and nut 
3. License plate holder
4. Bolt, washer and nut (2)
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1. License plate light
2. Top of rear fender
3. License plate light standoff
4. Bolt (metric), washer and nut (metric) (2)
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4. See Figure 3. Remove rear fender support bracket.

a. On right side of swingarm, remove bolt (1) (metric),
nylock nut (5) (metric) and washer (4) to detach rear
fender support bracket (3) from axle adjuster end
plate (2).

b. Repeat previous step for left side of swingarm. 

c. Remove rear fender support bracket.

d. Discard both nylock nuts (5) (metric) and rear fender
support bracket (3).

5. Align new  rear fender support bracket with holes in rear
fender and axle adjuster end plates. Loosely install bolts
(1) (metric) with washers (4) and new  nylock nuts (5)
(metric) on both sides of swingarm.

6. See Figure 4. Install license plate light and standoff (2).

a. Place license plate wires through hole in rear fender.

b. Loosely install license plate light and standoff (2)
with two bolts, washers and nuts (1). Do not tighten
at this time.

7. Loosely install license plate holder (4) using two bolts,
washers and nuts (5). 

8. Loosely install rear reflector bracket (7) using bolt,
washer and nut (6).

9. Check alignment and tighten hardware.

a. Check that top surface of standoff (2) is parallel to
top surface of rear fender (3). Tighten bolts (1) to 40-
50 in-lbs  (4.5-5.6 Nm).

b. Top edge of license plate holder (4) must be flush
with bottom of license plate standoff (2). Tighten
both bolts (5) to 40-50 in-lbs  (4.5-5.6 Nm).

c. Rear reflector bracket (7) must be straight. Tighten
bolts (6) to 40-50 in-lbs  (4.5-5.6 Nm).

d. See Figure 3. Tighten bolts (1) (metric) on axle
adjuster end plates to 55-60 in-lbs  (6.2-6.8 Nm).

10. Connect license plate wires.

a. Attach yellow wire to blue wire.

b. Attach black wire to black wire.

c. See Figure 5. Bundle license plate light wires under
rear fender. Insert a new  cable strap through hole in
support bracket. Cable strap wires together above
rear tire.

d. Turn ignition key switch to IGN. Check operation of
license plate light. Turn ignition key switch to OFF.

Figure 3. Axle Adjuster End Plate

Figure 4. Aligned Parts
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1. Bolt (metric) 
2. Axle adjuster end plate
3. Rear fender support bracket
4. Washer
5. Nylock nut (metric)
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1. Bolt (metric), washer and nut (metric) (2)
2. License plate light and standoff
3. Rear fender
4. License plate holder
5. License plate holder bolt, washer and nut (2)
6. Rear reflector bracket bolt, washer and nut 
7. Rear reflector bracket
2 of 5



                             
CLAIM FILING PROCEDURES
After servicing each vehicle, complete a BUELL WARRANTY
CLAIM FORM (Part No. 99520-95Y) referencing Product Pro-
gram BP4 in the “Description of Repair” section. Fill in the
rest of the claim as shown in Table 1. 

Table 1. Product Program BP4

Claim Type BP4

Event 1, Problem Part No. 59450-97Y

Quantity 0

Part Description
Rear fender support 

bracket

Event 1, Additional Part No. 59451-97Y

Quantity 0

Part Description
Rear fender support 

bracket kit

Primary Labor Code 2535

Time (includes 0.1 hour 
administration time)

0.4

Customer Concern Code 9203

Condition Code 9111

Figure 5. License Plate Wires

Hole
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VEHICLES INVOLVED SORTED BY DEALER NUMBER
6853 4MZSS11J4V3200851

6853 4MZSS11J4V3200879

6853 4MZSS11J0V3200880

6853 4MZSS11J2V3200881

6853 4MZSS11J4V3200901

6853 4MZSS11J6V3200902

6853 4MZSS11J8V3200903

6853 4MZSS11JXV3200904

6853 4MZSS11J1V3200905

6853 4MZSS11J0V3200930

6853 4MZSS11J2V3200931

6853 4MZSS11J9V3200943

6853 4MZSS11J0V3200944

6853 4MZSS11JXV3201048

6853 4MZSS11J1V3201049

6853 4MZSS11J8V3201050

6853 4MZSS11JXV3201051

6853 4MZSS11J7V3201119

6853 4MZSS11J2V3201139

6853 4MZSS11J9V3201140

6853 4MZSS11J9V3201154

6853 4MZSS11J0V3201155

6853 4MZSS11J2V3201156

6853 4MZSS11J6V3201158

6853 4MZSS11J8V3201159

6853 4MZSS11J9V3201168

6853 4MZSS11J0V3201169

7071 4MZSS11J5V3200874

7071 4MZSS11JXV3200885

7071 4MZSS11J5V3200888

7071 4MZSS11J9V3200893

7071 4MZSS11J0V3200894

7071 4MZSS11J2V3200895

7071 4MZSS11J4V3200896

7071 4MZSS11J8V3200898

7071 4MZSS11J2V3200900

7071 4MZSS11J5V3200907

7071 4MZSS11J7V3200908

7071 4MZSS11J9V3200909

7071 4MZSS11JXV3200918

7071 4MZSS11J1V3200919

7071 4MZSS11J8V3200920

7071 4MZSS11JXV3200921

7071 4MZSS11J3V3200923

7071 4MZSS11J5V3200924

7071 4MZSS11J7V3200925

7071 4MZSS11J9V3200926

7071 4MZSS11J0V3200927
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7071 4MZSS11J2V3200928

7071 4MZSS11J4V3200929

7071 4MZSS11J4V3200932

7071 4MZSS11J6V3200933

7071 4MZSS11J8V3200934

7071 4MZSS11J5V3200938

7071 4MZSS11J7V3200939

7071 4MZSS11J3V3200940

7071 4MZSS11J5V3200941

7071 4MZSS11J7V3200942

7071 4MZSS11J2V3200945

7071 4MZSS11J8V3200982

7071 4MZSS11J5V3200986

7071 4MZSS11J7V3200987

7071 4MZSS11J0V3200992

7071 4MZSS11J6V3200995

7071 4MZSS11JXV3200997

7071 4MZSS11J1V3200998

7071 4MZSS11J3V3200999

7071 4MZSS11J4V3201000

7071 4MZSS11J8V3201002

7071 4MZSS11JXV3201003

7071 4MZSS11J1V3201004

7071 4MZSS11J5V3201006

7071 4MZSS11J7V3201007

7071 4MZSS11J7V3201010

7071 4MZSS11J9V3201011

7071 4MZSS11J6V3201015

7071 4MZSS11J8V3201016

7071 4MZSS11J3V3201019

7071 4MZSS11JXV3201020

7071 4MZSS11J1V3201021

7071 4MZSS11J9V3201025

7071 4MZSS11J2V3201030

7071 4MZSS11J4V3201031

7071 4MZSS11J6V3201032

7071 4MZSS11J8V3201033

7071 4MZSS11J3V3201036

7071 4MZSS11J7V3201038

7071 4MZSS11J9V3201039

7071 4MZSS11J3V3201053

7071 4MZSS11J5V3201054

7071 4MZSS11J7V3201055

7071 4MZSS11J0V3201057

7071 4MZSS11J4V3201059

7071 4MZSS11J4V3201062

7071 4MZSS11J1V3201066

7071 4MZSS11J7V3201072

7071 4MZSS11J6V3201077

7071 4MZSS11J8V3201081

7071 4MZSS11J1V3201083

7071 4MZSS11J7V3201086

7071 4MZSS11J9V3201087

7071 4MZSS11J2V3201089

7071 4MZSS11J0V3201141

7071 4MZSS11J8V3201145

7071 4MZSS11JXV3201146

7071 4MZSS11J4V3201160

7071 4MZSS11J8V3201162

7071 4MZSS11J1V3201164

7071 4MZSS11J7V3201167

7198 4MZSS11J1V3200922

7198 4MZSS11JXV3200935

7198 4MZSS11J3V3200937

7198 4MZSS11J4V3200946

7198 4MZSS11J6V3200947

7198 4MZSS11J8V3200948

7198 4MZSS11JXV3200983

7198 4MZSS11J0V3200989

7198 4MZSS11J9V3200991

7198 4MZSS11J2V3200993

7198 4MZSS11J9V3201008

7198 4MZSS11J0V3201009

7198 4MZSS11J4V3201014

7198 4MZSS11J2V3201027

7198 4MZSS11J4V3201028

7198 4MZSS11J6V3201029

7198 4MZKS11J1V3201035

7198 4MZSS11J7V3201041

7198 4MZSS11J1V3201052

7198 4MZSS11J2V3201058

7198 4MZSS11J6V3201063

7198 4MZSS11J8V3201064

7198 4MZSS11JXV3201065

7198 4MZSS11J3V3201070

7198 4MZSS11J9V3201073

7198 4MZSS11J0V3201074

7198 4MZSS11J2V3201075

7198 4MZSS11J4V3201076

7198 4MZSS11JXV3201079
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7198 4MZSS11J6V3201080

7198 4MZSS11JXV3201082

7198 4MZSS11J3V3201084

7198 4MZSS11J5V3201085

7198 4MZSS11J0V3201088

7198 4MZSS11J9V3201090

7198 4MZSS11J0V3201091

7198 4MZSS11J4V3201112

7198 4MZSS11J6V3201113

7198 4MZSS11JXV3201115

7198 4MZSS11J1V3201116

7198 4MZSS11J5V3201118

7198 4MZSS11J7V3201122

7198 4MZSS11J9V3201123

7198 4MZSS11J9V3201137

7198 4MZSS11J4V3201143

7198 4MZSS11J3V3201148

7198 4MZSS11J5V3201149

7198 4MZSS11J1V3201150

7198 4MZSS11J3V3201151

7198 4MZSS11J5V3201152

7198 4MZSS11J7V3201153

7198 4MZSS11JXV3201163

7230 4MZSS11J9V3200912

7230 4MZSS11J1V3200984

7230 4MZSS11J3V3200985

7230 4MZSS11J9V3200988

7230 4MZSS11J4V3200994

7230 4MZSS11J8V3200996

7230 4MZSS11J6V3201001

7230 4MZSS11J3V3201005

7230 4MZSS11JXV3201017

7230 4MZSS11J0V3201026

7230 4MZSS11JXV3201034

7230 4MZSS11J5V3201037

7230 4MZSS11J0V3201043

7230 4MZSS11J2V3201044

7230 4MZSS11J4V3201045

7230 4MZSS11J6V3201046

7230 4MZSS11J8V3201047

7230 4MZSS11J9V3201056

7230 4MZSS11J2V3201061

7230 4MZSS11J5V3201068

7230 4MZSS11J8V3201078

7230 4MZSS11J3V3201117

7230 4MZSS11J0V3201124

7230 4MZSS11J1V3201147

7230 4MZSS11J6V3201161

7230 4MZSS11J3V3201165

7230 4MZSS11J5V3201166

7262 4MZSS11J0V3201012

7262 4MZSS11J2V3201013

7262 4MZSS11J1V3201018

7262 4MZSS11J5V3201023

7262 4MZSS11J7V3201024

7262 4MZSS11J0V3201060

7262 4MZSS11J5V3201071

7262 4MZSS11J8V3201114

7262 4MZSS11J7V3201136

7262 4MZSS11J0V3201138

7262 4MZSS11J2V3201142

7262 4MZSS11J6V3201144

8005 4MZSS11J2V3200329

8005 4MZSS11J2V3200850

8005 4MZSS11J7V3200875

8005 4MZSS11J4V3200882

8005 4MZSS11J6V3200883

8005 4MZSS11J8V3200884

8005 4MZSS11J1V3200886

8005 4MZSS11J3V3200887

8005 4MZSS11J7V3200892

8005 4MZSS11J6V3200897

8005 4MZSS11JXV3200899

8005 4MZSS11J3V3200906

8005 4MZSS11J5V3200910

8005 4MZSS11J0V3200913

8005 4MZSS11J2V3200914

8005 4MZSS11J1V3200936

8005 4MZSS11J7V3200990

8005 4MZSS11J3V3201022

8005 4MZSS11J5V3201040

8005 4MZSS11J9V3201042

8005 4MZSS11J7V3201069
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